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As scholars began to take a more impartial look at the history of arts and sciences, 

they were quite surprised to discover the strong impact that the Kabbalah has exerted 

on the course of human creativity and human life. W. Kirk MacNulty writes: 

 

Until relatively recently the startling resurgence of art and intellectual activity 

which is called the Renaissance was thought to be the result of the interaction of 

two schools of thought, Scholasticism and Humanism. It is only since World War 

II that serious historians have recognized that the popular revival of Western 

mysticism in the late 1400, in the form of what is now called the 

Hermetic/Kabbalistic tradition, was a third major influence.i    … 

There is, in fact, a great deal of evidence to indicate a lively interest in this 

Renaissance mystical tradition in England during the second half of the 16th 

century . . .. The literary works of the period indicate that prominent writers such 

as Spencer, Sidney, Chapman, Shakespeare, Milton, Bacon, and Fludd were all 

familiar with, and in some cases active advocates and practitioners of, the 

Hermetic/Kabbalistic tradition.ii 

 

MacNulty then goes on to provide a well-researched description of how the 

Hermetic/Kabbalistic tradition spread in Europe and documents its significant 

contribution to the Renaissance and the Protestant Reformation.iii  

 In his fascinating book Literature and the Occult Tradition, Professor Denis 

Saurat concludes that virtually all great poetry in English owes its quality to the injection 

of a certain mystical influence, and he traces this influence to the Kabbalah or Jewish 

mysticism.iv Evidence from various other sources confirms that some of the world’s 

greatest minds and creative geniuses were interested in the principles of the Kabbalah. 

Among them are: Sir Francis Bacon, the father of modern science (and believed by many 

to be the real author of Shakespeare’s immortal plays),v Sigmund Freud, the originator of 

modern depth psychology,vi Carl Jung, the founder of analytical psychology,vii Dante 

Alighieri, the famous Italian poet, author of the Divine Comedy,viii William Blake, the 



celebrated English poet and visionary,ix Baruch Spinoza, the renowned Dutch-Jewish 

philosopher and father of Modern Philosophy,x Rembrandt, the celebrated Dutch 

painter,xi Jorge Louis Borges, the famous South-American poet and writer,xii Franz 

Kafka, the Czech-Jewish writer,xiii as well as other Kabbalistic writers, such as John Dee, 

John Milton, Bruno Schultz, Anais Nin, and Isabelle Eberhardt,xiv the Nobel Prize-

winning poet William Butler Yeats,xv and Henri Bergson, Nobel Prize-winning 

philosopher of French-Jewish origin.xvi  

 Dr. Frederick Spiegelberg, the guiding genius behind both the Esalen Institute and 

the California Institute of Integral Studies, studied Kabbalah with Martin Buber.xvii The 

Kabbalah has recently attracted not only the attention of high profile public figures such 

as Hillary Clinton, comedienne Roseanne Barr, and Madonna,xviii but is fast becoming a 

major field of investigation in mainstream academia as well. As one reviewer, John 

Michael Greer, has commented: “What was once a trickle of scholarly works on 

Kabbalah . . . has become a steady flow in recent years. As the decade’s end closes in, 

that flow shows every sign of turning into a torrent.”xix   

 The Jewish mystical tradition has recently attracted the attention of serious 

scientists as well, perhaps due in part to the growing movement away from positivism in 

scientific thinking. For example, Bob Toben, in his popular book on Quantum Physics 

entitled Space, Time, and Beyond, which he wrote in collaboration with Fred Alan Wolf 

and Jack Sarfati, expresses his indebtedness to the contemporary Kabbalistic authority 

named Carlo Suares: 

 

Years of study and research into consciousness transformation became focused 

recently as I worked closely with Carlo Suares  (world authority on the energy 

code of the Qabala) 

 ....  I cannot overemphasize the dramatically enlightening importance of Suares' 

guidance in structuring these thoughts . . .xx  

 

 Throughout the centuries, the Kabbalah gained many fervent admirers among 

Christian theologians and scholars. The father of Christian Kabbalah, Pico della 

Mirandola, studied under a Jew. In 1486, when Mirandola, at the age of 24, published his 

thesis on the mysteries of the Kabbalah, Pope Sixtus IV was so delighted with his work 



that he urged him to translate Kabbalistic texts into Latin for the use of divinity 

students.”xxi The famous 16th century philosopher and alchemist Paracelsus venerated the 

Kabbalah as an art that is “beholden to God.”xxii 

 I found ample documentation to the effect that the Kabbalah not only inspired 

many of the most significant movements within Judaism, it also gave rise to profound 

religious, cultural, artistic, scientific, and political expressions all over the world. From 

the French Revolution to the beginnings of the Mormon religion, wherever we look we 

find the footprints of the Kabbalah.xxiii    

 I was especially intrigued to find out that Freemasonry, from whose ranks many 

American Presidents, creative geniuses, and other world dignitaries have come, is 

regarded by Masonic authorities, such as Albert Pike, as having its origin in Kabbalistic 

teachings.xxiv In his monumental work on Masonry, Morals and Dogma, Pike boldly 

announces that: 

 

All truly dogmatic religions have issued from the Kabbalah and return to it: 

everything scientific and grand in the religious dreams of all the illuminati, 

Jacob Bohme, Swendenborg, Saint-Martin, and others, is borrowed from the 

Kabbalah; all the Masonic associations owe to it their Secrets and their 

Symbols. xxv 

 

Of course Pike is using the word “dogmatic” here not in the negative sense that we 

use it today, but to denote doctrinal robustness. Further on he writes: 

 

In the Secret Traditions of the Kabbalah we find a Theology entire, perfect, 

unique… the whole with a consistency and a harmoniousness which it is not as 

yet given to the world to comprehend.xxvi   

 

 Apparently, the value of this secret tradition was not lost on Benjamin Franklin 

and the majority of the Founding Fathers who drew up and signed the Declaration of 

Independence and the Constitution of the United States. These men of renown were 

inspired by Masonic and Kabbalistic ideas.xxvii The Great Seal of The United States, 



which can be seen on the back of a one-dollar bill, depicts Masonic and Kabbalistic 

symbols.xxviii  

 For those interested to delve deeper into the history, principles, and significance of 

the Kabbalah, I can only provide a few reliable sources for further study.xxix Here I will 

focus mainly on describing the central theme at the heart of the Kabbalah and disclosing 

its relevance to the psychological orientation of the Jews and their predilection for higher 

creativity. 
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